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Mobile Phone & Smart Devices Policy  

 

Introductory Statement: 

This policy was drawn up in response to technological advances, which have seen a 
significant increase in hand held electronic ‘gadgets’ amongst the school population over 
recent years and in consideration of circular 38/2018 and 44/2025. 

For the purpose of this policy, smart devices include any device capable of connecting to the 
internet, taking a photograph, video or voice recording. 

 

Rationale: 

●​ Mobile phones, Smart Watches, etc. are intrusive and distracting in a school 
environment 

●​ Strategies must be put in place to reduce the intrusiveness of unauthorised technology 
in a school situation 

●​ Some electronic devices may be harmful due to frequent use 
●​ Mobile phones may be used to conduct bullying campaigns 

 

Pupils: 

The possession and use of personal mobile phones and personal smart electronic devices by 
pupils on school grounds and during school hours, including break times, is strictly 
forbidden.  This policy also applies to pupils during school trips and extra-curricular 
activities.  
 
However it is understood that on very rare occasions students (who walk home on their own, 
medical reasons) may need a mobile phone for before/during/after school use on safety 
grounds. If this is the case parents/guardians will be asked to meet with the principal and 
explain the reason for their child needing the phone/device in school. If permission is granted, 
the parents/guardians must sign a mobile phone/smart device consent form before any 
phone/device can be allowed onto the school grounds. This form will be presented to the 
principal and a copy given to the teacher.  

 

1 
 



Presentation Primary School: Mobile Phone & Smart Device Policy 

This exception outlined above in the previous paragraph, only applies to children who their 
parents consider to be old enough to walk home on their own or where a child requires a 
device for medical reasons e.g. a diabetic child using it to monitor blood sugar levels. 

 
On the rare occasion when a student is permitted by the school to bring a mobile phone/smart 
device to school, the student must ensure that they are switched off (unless for a medical 
reason) before entering school grounds. The device remains in the school bag and remains 
switched off until outside school grounds (unless being used for a medical reason).  
 
Therefore a pupil in breach of these rules will have the phone/device confiscated. The phone 
will be switched off, sealed in an envelope and signed by the child. It will be given to the 
principal and will be returned to the parent only on appointment when the incident will be 
discussed.  

 
If granted permission, students take full responsibility for having a personal device on school 
grounds. Students are required to mark all the mobile phones/smart device clearly with their 
name.  
 
The school authorities do not accept responsibility for the safety or security of a mobile 
phone or electronic game/equipment under any circumstances.  Loss or damage is the 
responsibility of the owner. 

 
In case of necessity, parents/guardians will be contacted by the school authorities.  Equally, 
parents/guardians may contact the school during school hours by telephoning the school 
office. 
 

Consequences/Violation of Policy 

Any violation of the school policy, will result in a student facing disciplinary actions as per 
the school’s Code of Behaviour. 

 
The possession of a mobile phone/smart device throughout the day will be classed as a minor 
misdemeanour. A re-offence will be classed as a serious misdemeanour. See Code of 
Behaviour. 

 
Any incident involving a student taking unauthorised photos or recordings of other students 
or staff members will be considered a serious misdemeanour or a gross misdemeanour 
depending on the nature of the offence.  

​  
Incidents occurring outside of school that are brought to the attention of Staff, will be 
reported to parents/guardians who can refer to the Gardaí as necessary. If it is a Child 
Protection concern, a referral will be made to TUSLA. 
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It is a criminal offence to use a mobile phone/smart device to menace, harass or offend 
another person.  As such, if action as sanctioned by the school in this regard is ineffective, as 
with all incidents, the school may consider it necessary to involve the Gardaí. 
 

Staff: 

Staff personal phones may not be used during class times unless in emergency situations. 
If staff are leaving the school grounds they may take their phone with them in order to 
contact the school if required. If a staff member needs to use their phone in class for an 
important reason, the principal should be notified in advance. In such cases, essential calls 
should be made/taken in an area where pupils are not present while ensuring the class is 
appropriately supervised. 
 
 
Ratification: 
 
This policy was ratified by the Board of Management on the 19th November 2025. 
 
Signed: _________________________________ 
​ Chairperson of the Board of Management 
 
Signed: _________________________________ 
​ Principal 
 
Date: ​ _________________________________ 
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Mobile Phones/Smart Devices  
Consent Form for School Year 20__/20__ 

 
I / We have read and understand the above information about appropriate use of mobile 

phones/smart devices at Presentation Primary School and I / we understand that this form will 

be kept on file at the school and that the details may be used (and shared with a third party, if 

necessary) to assist/identify a phone should the need arise (e.g. if the phone/smart device is 

being used inappropriately). 

 

I / We give my / our child  _______________________ , in ___________ class permission to 

carry a mobile phone/smart device to/from school and understand that he / she will be 

responsible for ensuring that the mobile phone/smart device is switched off during school 

time/activities (unless being used for medical reasons), as outlined in the school’s mobile 

phone/smart devices policy. (See downloads page of the school website for a copy of the 

policy) 

 

Signature of Parents / Guardians:​ ________________________________ 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ________________________________ 

 

Signature of Pupil:​ ​ ​ ________________________________ 

 

Mobile Phone Number:​ ​ ________________________________ 
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